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' DEFENSE INT :LLIGCI\CE AGENCY“ m
' ooe nat fr /)//M

TS-SI-0 £5/8P-5 13 June 1957

FEHORAYDUW, FGR THE CHAIRIIAN OF TS JOINT C EFS OF STAE

é’

aell Atteck on U.5.5. Liberty (AGTR-5)

P r°ported that she vas raconnoitrad )

LI\ befora QJO loesl time on the 8itf of

raRl had contrel of tha air, 1t 3£ 2ssumed

£t wery Is heli. It is rsascnacle 0 agsuma

D uas o\l 1c-1t1fieo as ﬁmeric J, since no
2z _f wCe our defense attafhs An el Aviv

a reNzcihle agurece tiiat o ;»o-rround trans-

saning cr'tha Eth 1n3d cc':G at least ona

i IXfense Force (IDF) vas ghape of

1iey &nd location. " (See. Teb 2)

2. A% 1405 local tinmz on tN\a &th, :-- U S S Libe"ty .
cate undsr citaclk by Iirzsidi Irerapt., As % 418 t*ﬂ« -
che iz only about 37 ntles R wagt of kI .

pozition, Thirty minutss afior AZ straf

Isrzels corpedo bcate aftaelied,

3. The Israsli explanation fof i
the following points: = (

a. The shio wiag sighibd and recoghized as a naval
ship 13 miles from the cohst

'b. Preczence in = 1gihting arez 15 agalnst terna-
tilonal custom,

c. . The 2rea 1¢ not a eommon passage for Mhips,

d. The Libefty resembles the Egyptian supp X ship

€. The hip was not flying a flac when eighted)

f.* T)€ ship wes pr oczeding at high sneed westerls
tovards yhe enemy coast.
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nim\fes afler the torpedo attack the Israeli ground controlfer
t:as viously avars that the personnel recovery attempts wfich

viere LRen undervay could result in plckins up Znglish-cpalking

personrRl and not Egyptian., Identification attempts copfoinued
end L3 m\nutes afver the torpado attack, holleopters ugoe
choeidng Wae m2sts, flag and boy nuEbar of the Liberty.

« At .
this time dhers eppears to be no qucstion in the Icrfel? minds (/f//

as vo uhat IQ4 happenzd.  (See Tab 7)

7. Efforts cojtinue to obtain additionz1 informyfion on the
circuzstances swrrounding the attack en the Libsrty. NSA
advises thet addltionel CGIT bearing on this/fsubject will
becoizz availadle, \ Koommiile the weisht of evfdence is that |
the attacking forcd\ orirsiznally believea thelf targat wuss
Egyptizn, Yaile w0 \eamiot conclusively gighrove the theory
that nirzher echelons \ere anare of thae tryl icentity of

the Liberty and that ay ctiack was &akdng place, there is no
evidence to gupport thil, Attempts wilY continue to fully
clarify this subvjece.
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- Calonel Alba of the Joint

28 Juny 1967

ADDENDUMN\IO MEMORANDUM FOR THE CGHIAIRMAN OF THE JOINT

FEFS OF STAFF
SUBJECT:
1. Further in ormation has g the Liberty
incident which & Sequence of events g ing the attack, ,.
and the official \sraeli position regarding 1t./This evidence fails #’
to show that the )  made a premeditated fttack on a known S

American ship., Thej
issue, it does not al
in the wemorandum date

Ye, while the added prormation clarifies the CrHed 11,
‘e interpretation/bf the Incident as stated  Jfuslnuk
‘June (Tab 1), dditioqal information follows, S 33

2. Tab 7 now offers a co eted NSA tr; hslation apd analysis of the
intercept of traosmissions en Isrfels ground control end heli-

' he atfack. This complete translation
ges 2 and 3.of the inftial

3. 1Israel continues to assert
the following add{tional info

pha\ the attack was aa error and offers
platiod\as proof of this: . 3

4." General Geva, Israe ‘Military\q ttache, 1n.a conversation with
taff on 13 JiNe 1967, ed that no infor-
mation other than a genery 1dea of the 1dcation of the US Sixth Fleet

was provided to the Israflis by the US Naya At , Tel Aviv, He

states no information glven concerning the erty. This assertfon

is countered by Embas, Yy and Atta,qh:e. reports oA 16 June from Israel stating :
that no request for nformation on 1. . ships dperating off Sinai was i
made unt{l after the Liberty incident, and had s B an ‘inquiry been ]
Teceived, 1t wouly have been forwarded to O immeNfately,

b. An Isrgéli MrB officer has, reported to an Emb\ssy official
that the Libepty was mistaken for the EL QUSEIR in theNpeat of battie
and vas attagked. He also states that upon receiving thy A-A challenge
from Israe vessels, the Liberty responded not with her dentity, but
with the 4424 sign. This was interpreted by the MTB office as an
evasion,/and a contributory cause for the attack, (Tab 9) This office
has not/ as yet, received further information on the "A-A" siggal
incidght, No reporting has been received from the Liberty on th{s ques-
tions however, further inquiries are being made, :

(N

ECRET SAVIN -




SECRET SAVIN 44
4.\ Additional ysefyl information {s {n Tabs as follows:

N A chtonoloéy of events Surrounding the attack on the Liberty
as they were observed and recorded by the U, S. Naval Attache,
CDR E. O Castle. (Tab 10)

b. A Wynopsis of the findings of the Israelf Court of Inqufry into
the Liberty\uncideat. The findings vere that the fncident way “an
innocent misthke" and there was no criminal negligence. ALUSNA Tel
Aviv comments &g several contradictions in these findings. /(Tab 11)

In paragraph 2, Zage 5 of 6 of Tab 11, LTC Efrat, wvho was dictating the .
Israeli report, rdferred to US government communications stating the

Liberty had been idgatified first "one hour" and then Jsix hours"

before the attack. “hese communications were as folldws: On the
evening of 10 June 198, a form Protest of the atphck on the Liberty,

signed by Secretary Rusk, was delt éred to the Isrfeli Ambassador in

Washington., The text. of ¢his protest Ancluded a Atatement that the

Liberty was identiffed by Y rcraft one Jour ‘before the attack,

This note was hastily drawn | _the one hodr figure vas given as

& result of confusjon betweed\local time and Aireenvifch Mean Time.

This error was recognized by th ite Depaftment shortly after the

note was delivered. It is unknd . at thig/time when or by what means
the Israelis were i{nformed that entifigation of the Liberty was made

- 81x hours prior to the attack. Thy Stafe Department and DIA both hold
the identificatfon of the Liberty tdQ)-place five and one quarter hours

before the attack, This office contin leS to research the prodlem. .

c. The establishment of an aeli Rreliminary Judicial Inquiry l l
to conduct further investigation/of the L verty incident. " (Tab 12)

5. Transmissions from the L Perty indicate Xhe following chain of events
surrounding the attack:

a. Liberty was orbitdd by fighter aircraft At 0650Z on 8 June (Tab 13),

b. The attacks on/the Liberty occurred at 1205X and 12252 (Tab 14)..
This office feels thyf the.time on line 6, paragraph\] should read
either 1227Z or 1247Z to be consistent with other timeX in the same
message, as well 98 other reports.

¢. Tab 15ummarizes the attack sequence as it was trMasmitted to
USS America by uss Liberty. )

6. This office continues to research the circumstances surrou ding

the attack on the Liberty, A final assessment of the {ncident dyaits

the findings of the Israeli Judicial Inquiry, the U, S. Navy BoarN of l
Inquirsf and the Presidential Investigation being. conducted by Mr. Blark
Clifpbrd, with support from DIA.
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